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EDITORIAL

In this the first edition of 'Matilda" for the year I wish
to point out that this magazine is an important part of The COC. In
past issues it has been used with some success as a means of expression
for only a few. This surely is not the aim of a fair newsletter.
Matilda should strive to reflect the wide variety of views within the
Officer Cadet School, and in future, will do so.

Contributions to the newsletter so far have been excellent and
I applaud the co-operation of the Junior class and platoon sergeants, in
gaining material. If this keeps up Matilda will survive and be enjoyed

by everyone.

On behalf of the cadets of the Officer Cadet School, I express
a sincere welcome to our Commandant Colonel Cole, our Regimental Sergeant-
Major WOl B.T. Waters, MBE and new members of the staff. I hope that you

too can enjoy and participate in Matilda.

C.M. SHARP
Editor



BSM's REPORT (Just a quick ome). .

.

The start of the 1975 year has been a successful one for both
Juniors and Seniors. With the large Senior to Junior ratio (2:1) there
have been varicus administrative problems which have now been largely -
overcome,

These problems have only been settled by co-operation within,
and between, the two classes. Lt is however, not a time to sit back
and pat curselves on the back, but a time to consolidate and improve.

In order that this term be even more successful that co-operation
will have to be maintdined. ‘

) T wish to congratulate the members of both classes and express my
hope thdt 1975 will be a very successful year for O0CS.
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TAKE COVER

T thie observant Officer Cadet it will become apparent that the
front cover displays a swagman beneath the title "Matilda". You may say
to yourself that this is a strange title for such a newsletter, and in
part you are right.

The name however, does not relate, in my mind, to the swagman.
You may recall that the small tank which stands outside the HQ building
is also a Matilda. This small but effective vehicle more than proved
ites worth in the Western Desert, during World War II. It outshot its
bigger oponents and demoralised the crews of the German Afrika Corps.

This is the reason that this newsletter is associated with that
name, for Portsea shares a quality with that tank., OCS produces only a
small number of officers each year but they are well traingmed and effective.

This record toeo has been proven in the past.

Remember that the Matilda tank is a part of the Portsea spirit
and it is that spirit which we have to achieve and live up to.

Cpl SHARP

WANTED

On paper, from anyone, funny incidents for inclusion in this
Newsletter. Please forward to the Editor anytime.

B I e g P P P P
HERWNWENWREENRWE



VIEWPOINTS

—

I will down tools,
I wiil return to the bank.
I will have one suit.
And one room with bare walls.
And an unmade bed.
I will testify my life,
In cold coffee and dirty cups.
I will have no friends.
I will have my hair cropped or long.
And if someone should fall to love me,
I will feel I have cheated.
- Who is this fool?
- Who dared?
And called himself a poet.

Holid up your head.

You're at Portzsea now lad,
And make your own bed,

Cr things will go bad,

Your back will be straight.
And your feet will be soze.
You'll be sick to the teeth,
Of military law.

E.D.'s and C.B,

You'll do by the score,

But you'll know and be part
Of Esprit de Corps.

rriendship’s a spirit,

That soars to the sky,

There's a shine on your brass.
A gleam in your eye.

Be proud of yourself.
Deny if you can,

You came here a youth,
You’ll leave here a man.

T. KEMP
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EATING QuT AND ABOUT

Perhaps cne of the most perennial problems that confronts new intakes
of cadets to Porisea is the question of where to eat and how much, particularly
on those weekends when time is at a premium.

01d favourties include the "Portsea" where a reasonably priced meal
of adequate proportions and acceptable flavour can be obtained, and the Scrrento
Hotel, That latier offers a guick, 2 course dinner, slightly less costly and
with a far wider range of choice, particularly in the Oriental fieid. Music
{1 use the term itoosely) 1s provided in the form of a local band that bashes
out strains = famous by the greats of today's guitar wielding accousticians.
Unfortunatsly, {(or perhaps fortunately) the dance floor is not its most notable
featuras, (2lthough I suppose it is remarkable for its smallness).

2

However, as hope reigns eternal in the human breast, o the heavy
smell of steaks hangs eternal in Shelley's Bistro. A really ewcelient Porterhouse
or fillet can be bought at this establishment, and all for a fortnight's wages.
Wine is served on & BYO basis which is probably a good thing when one considers
the increasgs in costs that a licence to sell seems to bring.

Not without fame is that vestige from the Rhine, The Little Red Riding
Hood, which provides an interesting selection of Australian dishes with German
names. For a mere 50¢ one can savour the delights of home made ‘apfelkurschen'.
Apple pie might cost less but it does'nt sound nearly as appetizing.

Which leads one to the conclusion that yes, after all, the mess is best,
so when dining in, please remember your MSE.
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AND

BSM's PRAYER

(thanks to WANTOX - predecessor of MATILDA)

Our BSM who art in the anteroom. ‘

Hallowed be thy lawn, . : :
Thy company cometh,

It will be done on earth as it is in the drill pam. ‘

Give us this day our daily parade.
And forgive us our slow march, .
As we forgive the tape they . play for us.

Lead us not unto the CI and deliver us from the RSM,
For thou hast the company, the power and the sword,
Till the end of the year.

AMEN

Relevant?




OUTWARD BOUND

Outward Bound, what is it? It comprises a course over % or more
weeks whare civiiians learn sailing, hiking, camping, canceing, rock climbing,
absetling, speaking in public; and physicial exercise. The conception of
Ouiward Bound occurred during World War Two when centres were estabiished to
train junior naval ratings in the arts of survival. The motto sums up the
principles of OQutward Bound - "To seek, to strive, but not to yield".

What has 2 primarily naval oriented course in common with the
modern Ausivalian Army? At present troops are being cross-trainined, exercised

and re-trained to the point of boredom. Adventure training has to some extent
eased the situation, but disenchantment still exists. The recruiting posters
with UAdventure, excitement etc etc', seem rather holiow after a few vyears 'n

a peace time Army,

The British Army faced this problem years ago and came up wit
saveral answers. One.was the establishment of two Outward Boupnd Schoo!
in Germany a Mourtain School, and in England a Sea Schooi. The schools have
ne rank discrimination and parade ground discipline is non existent.

3
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Where do we obtain Instructors?

The Army has a number of Physicial Training, Watermanship, Rapelling,
Parachuting, and public speaking courses, as well &s canoeists and of course
field craft instructors, at its disposal. Why not join all these in<o a centre,
where an intensive course of say 4 - 6 weeks could be run? Or perhaps, a cadre
could be convened to move from district to district training the smaller and
larger units. Eventually specialised instructors would smerge,

The whole corcept would be exciting and would possibly show the
Australian Army as a pace-setter in peace~time occupation. With our ciimate,
facilities and the Australian love of adventure the course would be a valuable
asset to the Army and interested civilians.

0/C A.J, WATTS
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Pthey seitled n smocihly, with che halp U
and i;ianély seniors.  Thi as a new one on theam. ¥rie ¥ i

st b something behind iv. Theve was! TWD WREKS BUMPHI
lads, oz 4n TWO WEHES you've

rng shown their Spdii&hB{ 120w 100w 8
rith bed, basin, bulili-i
& place where a man could

v ocarpered
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it and punch eds.
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Of course, that wasn't o be

weep) so that they could be on parade 1% hwo ter {what

those 10 - minute leaps fiom bed oo paz'd 13, tatwoc at ZZ00 aiter & 374 hour

O Gp, several inspections and & word or 2 thousand with 4 senict with nothing

better vo do, and lights out (positively archaic idea’) ac 2205 - just co make

it intevesting.

an i onop a8y, Li you spend 23 minutes
dressing oii the pizwoons lei: to right, Zvont to reas, beck to frunt and
inside ouL. And hew about a 00 minvte pavade? Losy tos.  Just heve & pre-
insp crion' ¥ i
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WoeepnT T . THE SHewer's Rum DRV.

SPORT REPORT

Subject - [ Mattress Race

T » Time : 1800 hrs; 11 Dec 74.

Zgt Competitors "Legs" Jewson and "Flash" Fraser.

B « Weather Celd, rainy, wet, overcast.

4. Dress Knee length wet sults.

S8 LengTh 200 metfres refurn, from sewerage pipe to

flags, and back again.

6. Description Regreffuil? the events which occurred
during the first stages of the race are

unknown but the last 50 metres Is presented.

s Last Stage Jewson in front paddling furicusly but then
due to a flat mattress, he Is in frouble,
I hear shouts of OH NO! you'blank”. Fraser,
flashing furiously, streams past "Legs" and
wins by 10 metres. - :

g Prize§§ ' To "Flash" is awarded first prize -
: e 4 a waterbed!






